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2017 SCENAR IO - FUNCTIONAL FLOODPLAIN

Technical Note
For th is stra teg ic a ssessm ent, m a pping  of th e Fu nctiona l Floodpla in h a s b een
u nderta ken b a sed on th e following h iera rc h y:
•Wh ere a v a ila b le, 1 in 20-yea r flood extents from  deta iled m odelling  (m odelled with
defences) h a s b een u sed;
•Wh ere th e 1 in 20-yea r extent is not a v a ila b le, th e 1 in 25-yea r defended extent h a s
been u sed;
•Wh ere neith er th e 1 in 20-yea r or th e 1 in 25-yea r extents were a v a ila b le, th e 1 in
100-yea r defended ou tline wa s u sed;
•Wh ere none of th e da ta  desc rib ed a b ov e were a v a ila b le, th e wh ole of Flood Zone 3
h a s b een a ssu m ed to be Flood Zone 3b.
It sh ou ld b e noted th a t th e delinea tion of th e entirety of Flood Zone 3 a s Fu nctiona l
Floodpla in is likely to be a n ov erestim a tion in som e loc a tions a s Flood Zone 3a  ta kes
no a c c ou nt of th e presence of defences, wh erea s Flood Zone 3b wou ld not norm a lly
inc lu de la nd a fforded som e m ea su re of protection by defences.  Th e extents will th u s
potentia lly b e m ost u nrepresenta tiv e in a rea s with  a  rela tiv ely fla t floodpla in wh ere
defences a re present, b u t Zone 3b h a s not been spec ific a lly m odelled. Wh ere
developm ent needs to b e a lloc a ted in th ese a rea s, or wh ere u na lloc a ted developm ent
is proposed, a dditiona l m odelling  m a y need to b e u nderta ken to c onfirm  th e extents of
th e Flood Zone 3b.  Considera tion m u st a lso be g iv en to th e ‘fu nctiona lity’ of th e
floodpla in with  respect to th e presence of existing  developm ent a nd infra stru ctu re.
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