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Th e BGS  S usc e ptibility to Ground water Flood ing datase t is a national datase t c ov e ring
England , Wale s and  S c otland.  Base d on ge ologic al and  h ydroge ologic al inform ation, th e
d igital d ata c an be use d to id e ntify areas wh e re  ge ologic al c ond itions c ould  e nable
groundwater flood ing to oc c ur and wh ere groundwater m ay c om e  c lose  to th e ground
surfac e . It is base d on a 50m  square grid.
Th e datase t h as be e n ge ne rate d  using ES RI Arc Map software c reating a GIS  layer
c om prise d  of polygons th at ind ic ate th e  susc e ptibility to groundwater flood ing.  Th e
susc e ptibility is split into th re e  c lasse s (A, B and C) of susc e ptibility to ground water
flood ing.  Th e se  are d efine d  as follows:
•A: Lim ite d  pote ntial for ground water flood ing to oc c ur
•B: Pote ntial for ground water flooding of property situate d be low ground  le v e l
•C: Pote ntial for groundwater flooding to oc c ur at surfac e
Onsh ore areas outsid e  of th e se  c lasse s are not c onsid ere d  to be prone  to ground water
flood ing base d  on th e  d ata use d. Th e  d atase t d oe s not sh ow th e  lik e lih ood  of groundwater
flood ing oc c urring and  d oe s not tak e  ac c ount of th e  c h anc e  of flood ing from  ground water
rebound .  It c ov e rs a large area of land , and  only isolate d  loc ations with in th e  ov e rall
susc e ptible  area are ac tually lik e ly to suffer th e c onse que nc e s of groundwater
flood ing.Th e  data sh ould  be  use d  only in c om bination with  oth er inform ation, for exam ple
loc al d ata or h istoric  d ata.
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